SEED NUMBERS MORE IMPORTANT THAN WEIGHT, 4CAST SHO8V

Date added: 10/08/07 Growers are still sowing etlsepe by weight and are not
taking full account of seed size and number whéabéishing their crops, warns
ProCam Group technical manager Nick Myers.

Analysis of ProCam’s 4cast data shows that theameeseeding rate for oilseed rape
in the last 2 years has averaged between 5-7 kgdfaadless of establishment
method.

“Assuming a typical thousand seed weight of 4-Bip0lseeds this means that on
average between 110-150 seeds/m2 were sown. Cthineking suggests that an
optimum seed number for conventional varietieis86 seeds/m2 to produce a final
plant population of 30-40 plants/m2,” Nick Myerg/sa

“This is all that is needed to create a crop caneily a Green Area Index of 3.5 and
means that growers could have used half the anuflsgted.”

Trials in 2006 showed that lower seed numbers, eéosm to 40 seeds/m2, produced
the best yields. ProCam'’s 4cast data clearly shbesrend of declining yields at
higher seed rates across all soil types.

“Getting crops too thick causes problems of paghitlinterception and higher lodging
and disease risk. Growers should check oilseedthapsand seed weights carefully
and adjust seed rates pro rata to sow the optinumbar of seeds this year,” Nick
Myers concludes.

For further information please contact Nick MydPspCam Ltd., Royston, Herts.
Telephone: 01763 261592
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